enn'portant steps forward on the
: cte.ez_i; _fo_r Anstrali'a"s.-indi-

ongmal culture. Narrated byveteran Abor-

iginal actor Dav1d ‘Gulpilil, w1th a cast of’

non- actors it also scored atthe box office.

It was. followed by Ray Lawrences ;i
ensemble drama, Jindabyne, where the Ab-.

original. cuIture in the Snowy Mountains town
was vital to the:- complex -plot -of human
relationships and social responsibility.

The learning ‘process: takes another step
“with the release later this month of Kanyini,
g a documentaly by director Melanie Hogan.
& Itis presented stra1ght from the heart: by
uaAbongmal leader, "author,. ‘communicator,

. songwriterand 2004 Inchgenous Person of the

4 Year Bob Randall. Kcmyzm covers: the time
S of the lost generation to the present day.

= Randall; 72, was born: on: Tempe: Station,
; as a mermber of the Yankunytgat}ara people,
Y one of the traditional owners of Uluru. His
i mother was a housemaid-on a cattle station.
= He lived with. his extended family, away
5 & from the main house and had little contact
£ with his father. A very young Bob was taken

> away by the government and 1nst1tut1o_nal— )

Zised. He never saw his mother again. .

g_—'. Without a hint of bitterness, in: his geritle
™ andirresistible voice, he unfolds a sad history.

1§ “We wanted the earliest images we' could

— get of the days when I lived out in the bush

HERE have '._een' two: re'cent'._

i le. Rolf de Heer’ i
-_unlque Ten. Canoes dehvered a
marvellous slice of ancient Ab+

with my famﬂy, before I was. taken by the. -
police into an institution,” Randall explains
-about creating. Kanyini with Hogan. “I'm one;
of ‘the kids in the black-and-white shots.” "
‘Randall. and Hogan met: Hollywood-style
: _FHogan, 28, moved from investment banking,.
~to the New York Film Academy, to NIDA, to.
“film work: ‘,London and script. development:;

“Twaslike many: Anstrahans who had never

metan mdigenous person and certainly never-

had ‘any indigenous friends;” she admits;

“Twalkedinto the Mitchell Library looking .

for-a story. It was quite bizarre. I closed my

eyes and said, right, which direction? And I -
actually walked: into the Aboriginal section.

“The first book I.came.to. was about the

end .of Dreamtime and massacres in the.
country where my mum had a farm.

I found myself wanting to create a Dances

With Wolves kind of story forAustralia. I read

a lot of Australian history and stumbled
across Bob’s autobiography, Songman.

“From Bob’s book, I realised there. Was a:

pool of knowledge in Australia.

“I tracked Bob down and wrote to him.. Hei_

invited me up there and it started. “He. knew

‘a lot about the history and had an open heart o

_that made the experience a lot easier; A
“Randall reveals no anger at the treatmént

of his people. He only asks for understandmg, ;

a fair deal and for change - now.

- reveals. “T was’ young with them. Now I'm

-~ Straight from the heart..
Bob Randall and, right, -
archival shots (h!ack
and white) and a'scene
from Kanyini.

.A new documentary on the llfe of Aborlgmal Ieader Bob Randall
Isamoving plea for understandmg writes STAN JAIVI o

. g has been too slow So many of our people, - .
: expected change when they were alive and-
‘young.: They 've all passed away now,” Randall.

an old man —it's got to be sooner than later.”
" Heé is not impressed by some of the media
and the way Aborigines are presented involv-
ing petrol sniffing, rape; violence and alcohiol.
He says those things ‘may happen ‘but
definitely not all the time -and “‘not in all the
communities”. These. things “‘occur wherever
people live together in an unhappy state”.
“If I went to my community today to make
a film there: wouldn’t be: one’ sniffet-in: the
community. We got ridof them: ourselves.
“We are like you-and your famdy We.love

ourselves and family and care for each other”

‘Randall says. Aborigines. are poverty-

stricken - and . not -prepared . for what. the. -:_ T
system. expects from them. No one told them .

how to prepare: for-it; he says.

“We. are dependent on people makmg i
;demswns hundreds of kllometres aWay i

which We, are entitled, et us make our own -
-decisions hecause thxs 5 the ‘way we hved

before you' came here.”
Hence the documentaxy s title, Kanymx =

-‘which is the belief system,. spmtuahty ]and,
“and fazmly :
Thr:Se ‘are the main plllars of the tradmonal ;

-inheritance.

mdlgenous iarmly, says Randall ‘ahd loss of
650 :des‘tmymg Abongmes

Cee believe we can do the same thing here

‘at Uluru. Just give us, -give me, our:rightful

If consider. Aboriginal .Jaw
-"'today, every ompany that takes something
- off the landowi

s me. They have to pay

something; back That’s Aboriginal law. -
“We had meat, bush tucker; water and

Mother Earth which supplied: all that.” .
Randall says his people don’t understand

they have lost Australia. “I try and tell them

there ‘'was this guy who came ‘from over the
sea and stuck a_ in the bay:in Sydney-and
we lost our land. That's a difficult. concept.
to understand and aceept. That doesn’t. hap

pen in the ammal and msect world i

an understandmg of what's bemg talked about
and what you want are: Randall’s

: & culture of the two_ ego iators
he nders_to ' ]

Hogan echoes Randall “I had a-dream that

-:,mdlgenous and non-indigenous peg] Ie come

close together and realise the key; th

‘needs to be taken care of, . :
: ur mother and we are brothers and

: 0 if we start from a umfymg place
we can start to heal ‘Australia.” '

- Kanyini will apen. across Soulh Australia-
“onThursday. -




